== NEWS RELEASE

Z NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

United States Department of Agriculture - Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service
100 Centennial Mall North Suite 298 - Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 - Phone: (402) 437-5541

Contact: Mark Harris (402) 437-5541
E-mail: nass-ne@nass.usda.qov
Web: www.usda.gov/nass/

NEBRASKA CATTLE ON FEED UP 4 PERCENT FROM A YEAR AGO

LINCOLN, Neb., March 19, 2004 -- Nebraska feedlots, with capacities of 1,000 or more
head, contained 2.27 million cattle on feed on March 1, according to the USDA’s Nebraska
Agricultura Statistics Service. The inventory was up 4 percent from last year but 1 percent below
March 1, 2002.

Placementsin feedlots during February totaled 350,000 head, up 6 percent from 2003 but 5
percent below 2002.

Marketingsof fed cattle during February totaled 345,000 head, down 1 percent from last year
and two yearsago. Other disappearance during February totaled 15,000 head compared with 10,000
head during February 2003 and February 2002.

U.S.CATTLE ON FEED UP 4 PERCENT

Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in the United States for feedlotswith capacity
of 1,000 or more head totaled 10.98 million head on March 1, 2004. Theinventory was up 4 percent
from the 10.55 million head on March 1, 2003 but 5 percent below March 1, 2002.

Placements in feedlots during February totaled 1.61 million, 2 percent below 2003 and 11
percent below 2002.

Marketings of fed cattle during February totaled 1.69 million, 2 percent below 2003 and 6

percent below 2002. Other disappearance totaled 69,000 during February, 3 percent below 2003
but 10 percent above 2002.

Access the National publication for this release at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/livestock/pct-bbc/2004/cof d0304. pdf
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